§1280.628

(6) Form LS-86 and supporting docu-
mentation not returned to the appro-
priate county FSA office.

§1280.628 Counting ballots.

(a) Form LS-86 shall be counted by
county FSA offices on the same day as
the ballots are canvassed if there are
no ineligibility determinations to re-
solve. For those county FSA offices
that do have ineligibility determina-
tions, the requests shall be counted no
later than the 14th business day fol-
lowing the final day of the voting pe-
riod.

(b) Ballots shall be counted as fol-
lows:

(1) Number of valid ballots cast;

(2) Number of persons favoring the
Order;

(3) Number of persons not favoring
the Order;

(4) Volume of production voted favor-
ing the continuation of the Order;

(5) Volume of production voted not
favoring the continuation of the Order;
and

(6) Number of invalid ballots.

§1280.629 FSA county office report.

The county FSA office report shall be
certified as accurate and complete by
the CED or designee, acting on behalf
of the Administrator, AMS, as soon as
may be reasonably possible, but in no
event shall submit no later than 18th
business day following the final day of
the specified period. Each county FSA
office shall transmit the results in its
county to the FSA State office. The re-
sults in each county may be made
available to the public upon notifica-
tion by the Administrator, FSA, that
the final results have been released by
the Secretary. A copy of the report
shall be posted for 30 calendar days fol-
lowing the date of notification by the
Administrator, FSA, in the county
FSA office in a conspicuous place ac-
cessible to the public. One copy shall
be kept on file in the county FSA office
for a period of at least 12 months after
notification by FSA that the final re-
sults have been released by the Sec-
retary.

§1280.630 FSA State office report.

Each FSA State office shall transmit
to the Administrator, FSA, as soon as
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possible, but in no event later than the
20th business day following the final
day of the voting period, a report sum-
marizing the data contained in each of
the reports from the county FSA of-
fices. One copy of the State summary
shall be filed for a period of not less
than 12 months after the results have
been released and available for public
inspection after the results have been
released.

§1280.631 Results of the referendum.

(@) The Administrator, FSA, shall
submit to the Administrator, AMS, the
reports from all State FSA offices. The
Administrator, AMS, shall tabulate the
results of the ballots. USDA will issue
an official press release announcing the
results of referendum and publish the
same results in the FEDERAL REGISTER.
In addition, USDA will post the official
results at the following website: http://
www.ams.usda.gov/Isg/mpb/rp-lamb.htm.
Subsequently, State reports and re-
lated papers shall be available for pub-
lic inspection upon request during nor-
mal business hours in the Marketing
Programs Branch; Livestock and Seed
Program, AMS, USDA, Room 2638-S;
STOP 0251; 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC.

(b) If the Secretary deems necessary,
a State report or county report shall be
reexamined and checked by such per-
sons who may be designated by the
Secretary.

§1280.632 Disposition of records.

Each FSA CED will place in sealed
containers marked with the identifica-
tion of the ‘““Lamb Checkoff Program
Referendum,” all of the form LS-86’s
along with the accompanying docu-
mentation and county summaries.
Such records will be placed in a secure
location under the custody of FSA CED
for a period of not less than 12 months
after the date of notification by the
Administrator, FSA, that the final re-
sults have been announced by the Sec-
retary. If the county FSA office re-
ceives no notice to the contrary from
the Administrator, FSA, by the end of
the 12 month period as described above,
the CED or designee shall destroy the
records.
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